CHAPTER V

INCREASING INTEREST IN INDIA,

Long before he indited the Mesopotamia
Minority Report of which we have just spoken,
Wedgwood had given evidence of his interest
in India, Not long after he entered Parliament
in the days of the stirring Indian agitation of
1907 and 1908, Wedgwood raised his voice of
protest against indiscriminate repression in
India. Indeed, he started on his parliament-
ary career as a friend of India ; and if till
lately others were better known as friends
of India in Parliament than he, it was
because of his quiet nature as well as of his
other pre-occupations. The light was there,
an unextingmshable one at that, and it needed
only more of wax or of oil to make it burn
brighter and steadier.

And these were available in greater abun-
dance now than in those days, For one thing,
Wedgwood himself gained first-hand knowledge
of Indians, having worked shoulder to
shouluer with them in the terrible battle-